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The root  word for  text i le  and archi tecture  is  the same:  teks ,  meaning “ to

weave”  or  “ to  fabr icate” .  This  weaving moves f rom the l i tera l  to  the

f igurat ive .  And in  the act  of  weaving ,  Kengo Kuma and Jaipur  Rugs came

together  to  showcase a  col lect ion of  s ixteen p ieces at  Salone 2026 in

Mi lan.  The event  was held  f rom Apr i l  21st -26th on br idging the d iv ide

between craftsmanship  and Innovat ion.  The rugs are  crafted around

Kuma’s  archi tectura l  ph i losophy and are  not  a  d i rect  t ranslat ion of  what  is

‘bu i l t ’  onto what  is  ‘woven’ .  There  are  no bui ld ings impr inted upon fabr ic .

Rather,  they work  wi th  the fundamentals  of  Kuma’s  phi losophy where in  he

centres l ight ,  mater ia l i ty  and spat ia l  rhythm in  h is  pro jects .  Each p iece

was handcrafted in  Rajasthan,  us ing a  b lend of  wool  and regenerated

viscose.  This  a l lowed for  a  mix  of  warmth and structura l  integr i ty  to

capture  the effect  of  3D textures f rom archi tecture  and the surrounding

natura l  e lements.

[Prof i le ]  Kengo Kuma

Between the two media ,  Kuma has found the e lements responding to

s imi lar  natura l  st imul i .  Bui ld ings breathe ,  f i l ter  l ight  and cast  shadows,

and so do fabr ics ,  patterns and textures.  On th is  common ground,  Ja ipur

Rugs and Kuma in i t iate  a  d ia logue ,  a  symphony,  between Japanese

minimal ism and Indian ar t isanal  her i tage.  From the concept ion to  the

uni f icat ion and the f ina l  product ,  these subt le  yet  s igni f icant  threads are

del icate ly  ba lanced.  What  is  born creates a  p lay  of  sh i f t ing atmospheres

and moods,  beyond the decorat ive  to  interact ive  and interpret ive .
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Craft  takes centre  stage in  ph i losophies  of  Ja ipur  Rugs and Kuma

In  the col lect ion at  Faces designs l ike  Sukima-6 recreate  the t radi t ional

Musogoshi  lat t ice ,  inspi red by  the Suntory  Museum of  Ar t .  The a i ry  and

breathable  ef fect  of  b lank spaces is  mimicked in  the pattern  on the rug.

S imi lar ly,  K igumi-5  and Kasane-3 a lso work  wi th  the recreat ion of

layer ings and textures found in  Japanese wood jo inery  and Chidor i  gr id ,

to  harmonise the f low between inter ior  and exter ior,  the  natura l  and the

crafted.  These rugs are  inspi red by  the GC Prostho Research Museum

Centre  and Alber t  Kahn Museum,  both renowned pro jects  by  Kumo.

Another  p iece inspi red by  a  museum,  Chi rashi -1 ,  captures the f lu id i ty  of

the stone structure  of  Kanayama Cast le  Ruin  onto the text i le .  The

weaving captures the shades and depth of  the sturdy ancient  gent leness

of  stone.
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Sukima under  the  sun

Jaipur  Rugs ,  founded in  1978 by N.K.  Chaudhary,  began as a  humble

enterpr ise  wi th  two looms and n ine ar t isans.  Today,  as  the Kengo Kuma

col laborat ion Faces shows,  the brand is  wor ldwide ,  putt ing Indian

ar t isanal  craft ,  a long with  the ar t isan ,  on the g lobal  map.  I t  has

revolut ionised Indian craft  pract ices by  removing middlemen and br inging

recogni t ion to  those who are  doing the weaving with  the i r  hands.  Today,

there  are  for ty  thousand craftsmen with  seven thousand looms across s ix

hundred v i l lages.  The process is  decentra l ised ,  and the ar t isans have the

agency and f reedom to design the i r  own products  independent ly.  Thei r

specia l i ty  is  hand-knotted ,  hand-tufted ,  and hand- loom techniques us ing

raw mater ia ls  such as s i lk ,  wool ,  jute ,  bamboo-s i lk  and v iscose.  Mi lan ,

Par is ,  New York  and London are  key capi ta ls  for  the design house whose

sister  branch,  Ja ipur  L iv ing ,  operates the US businesses.

The col lect ion-  Faces ,  at  Salone 2026,  he ld  deep fascinat ion for  a  var ied

audience.  Those who work wi th  design ,  those in  archi tecture ,  those in  the

ar t  wor ld ,  and a l l  who wish to  contemplate  the dynamic nature  of  space

and texture  and i ts  impacts  upon mood and atmosphere.  The resul t  is  not

a curat ion of  ar t  objects  a lone but  a  sh i f t  in  percept ion as to  what  can be

ar t  and how i ts  interpret ive  potent ia l  exceeds i ts  immediate  ut i l i tar ian

purpose.

Jaipur  Rugs and Kengo Kuma have bui l t  a  reputat ion beyond the point

where i t  has to  be earned or  kept .  I t  is  set .  And Faces served as an

oppor tuni ty  for  us  to  par take of  i t .

Words by  Ayesha Suhai l .

Featured photo cour tesy Jaipur  Rugs.
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