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"I Hope Our Legacy Is One
Of Dignity," Says T+L

India's Champion Mr Nand
Kishore Chaudhary

Mr. Nand Kishore Chaudhary of Jaipur Rugs was named T+L India's
Champion of Craft for his commitment to craft, community, and
conscious leadership.
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Kishore Chaudhary, Founder and Chairman of Jaipur Rugs is most certainly one

of them. He is a social entrepreneur and founder of one of India’s largest DINING
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It is why Mr Chaudhary was named the T+L Champion of Craft at the recently Fire Risks

concluded India’s Best Awards this year. Read on as he shares stories of passion,

6h 3 min read
purpose, and an indomitable spirit of humanity that has kept him going, ours 200 [ min rea
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Mr Nand Kishore Chaudhary: From a very early age, | witnessed a harsh social

reality where villagers and so-called “lower” communities were treated as

untouchables, people others refused to work or even sit with. As a child, | could
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never understand why someone’s birth determined their worth, and that injustice CULTURE
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foundation of Jaipur Rugs, a belief that craft is not just about creating beautiful
rugs, but about restoring pride and opportunity to the people who make them, and
proving that compassion and inclusion can be the basis of a transformative

business.

T+L India: You’ve often spoken about the ‘human touch’ behind
every rug. What cultural stories, rituals, or everyday experiences of
your artisans do you feel are most powerfully woven into their
craft?

Mr Nand Kishore Chaudhary: Our artisans weave their lives into every knot.
You can see the rhythm of their mornings, the songs they hum while working, the
blessings they whisper before they begin weaving. Many women artisans carry
stories of resilience—raising families, overcoming social barriers, nurturing hope.
Their designs often reflect the landscapes they live in, such as the desert’s
colours, the geometry of their homes, or the motifs passed down by their mothers.
A rug becomes a living document of their experiences, emotions, and culture.

T+L India: Many crafts in India face the threat of disappearing.
From your vantage point, what does cultural preservation truly
mean, and how does Jaipur Rugs actively safeguard these
traditions?
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Mr Nand Kishore Chaudhary: Cultural preservation is not about freezing an art
form in time; it is about keeping it alive by giving it relevance. We safeguard
traditions by ensuring artisans earn sustainable livelihoods, by teaching younger
generations the value of their heritage, and by continuously innovating with
designers and weavers together. Through our grassroots network, apprenticeship
programs, and door-to-door engagement, we have revived entire communities that
were once losing interest in weaving. When a craft becomes a source of pride and
prosperity, it naturally thrives.

T+L India: The theme this year is “Passport to Possibility.” How do
you see traditional craft becoming a passport for artisans to explore
new worlds—cultural, personal, and economic?

Mr Nand Kishore Chaudhary: For many of our weavers, weaving has

opened doors they never imagined. Their work travels to homes across the world,
and with it, their stories. This connection gives them confidence, identity, and a
sense of global belonging. Economically, craft has transformed thousands of rural
households, enabling education, financial independence, and even
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entrepreneurship. Personally, it gives artisans the freedom to dream beyond
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T+L India: Design is often described as a dialogue between the past
and the future. How does Jaipur Rugs balance ancient weaving
techniques with contemporary aesthetics without diluting cultural
authenticity?

Mr Nand Kishore Chaudhary: Our role has always been to honour tradition while
inviting creativity. We maintain the purity of hand-knotting techniques that are
centuries old, but we collaborate with contemporary designers, artists, and even
the artisans themselves to reinterpret patterns and colours. The key is co-creation.
We don’t impose modernity; we let it emerge from dialogue. This ensures the soul
of the craft remains intact while the expressions evolve to meet global sensibilities.

T+L India: Travel and craft are deeply intertwined. Which regions
or artisan communities in India have inspired you most in terms of
cultural richness, and how have these influences shaped Jaipur Rugs’
ethos?
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Mr Nand Kishore Chaudhary: Rural Rajasthan will always have a special place
in my heart—the desert villages where | began my journey taught me the values of
faith, resilience, and beauty in simplicity. But | am equally inspired by communities
in Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar, each with its own cultural language of colour,
motifs, and rituals. These journeys helped shape our ethos of inclusivity and
respect. Every region we engage with deepens our understanding that India’s
strength lies in its diversity, and Jaipur Rugs is simply a bridge connecting these
cultures to the world.

T+L India: Looking ahead, what cultural legacy do you hope Jaipur
Rugs—and you personally—will leave for the next generation of
artisans, designers, and cultural custodians?

Mr Nand Kishore Chaudhary: | hope our legacy is one of dignity, where artisans
are recognized as artists and their work valued as cultural heritage. | want future
generations to inherit a craft ecosystem where creativity flows freely, where rural
talent thrives with global opportunities, and where design is rooted in humanity.
Personally, | hope people remember that leadership can be compassionate,
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businesses can be inclusive, and that true success lies in uplifting others. If Jaipur
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A place that always creatively inspires you: Forest and hills
Favourite weekend getaway: Spending time in nature

Related: Kunal Kapoor On His Craft, Culture, And The Joy Of Travel

Note:

The information in this article is accurate as of the date of publication.

We may earn an affiliate commission when you shop through links on our site.
. 7~  Add as a preferred
Share: ﬂ X m g ‘ ‘ w? sourceon Google

| WRITTEN BY

Maahi Shah

TRAVEL+
LEISURE

| RELATED STORIES

https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/i-hope-our-legacy-is-one-of-dignity-says-tl-indias-champion-mr-nand-kishore-chaudhary/ 719


https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/interview-with-actor-kunal-kapoor/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/i-hope-our-legacy-is-one-of-dignity-says-tl-indias-champion-mr-nand-kishore-chaudhary/&t=%22I%20Hope%20Our%20Legacy%20Is%20One%20Of%20Dignity,%22%20Says%20T+L%20India%27s%20Champion%20Mr%20Nand%20Kishore%20Chaudhary
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=%22I%20Hope%20Our%20Legacy%20Is%20One%20Of%20Dignity,%22%20Says%20T+L%20India%27s%20Champion%20Mr%20Nand%20Kishore%20Chaudhary%20https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/i-hope-our-legacy-is-one-of-dignity-says-tl-indias-champion-mr-nand-kishore-chaudhary/
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/i-hope-our-legacy-is-one-of-dignity-says-tl-indias-champion-mr-nand-kishore-chaudhary/&title=%22I%20Hope%20Our%20Legacy%20Is%20One%20Of%20Dignity,%22%20Says%20T+L%20India%27s%20Champion%20Mr%20Nand%20Kishore%20Chaudhary
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/i-hope-our-legacy-is-one-of-dignity-says-tl-indias-champion-mr-nand-kishore-chaudhary/
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=travelandleisureasia.com
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/author/maahishah/

1/5/26, 3:40 PM "l Hope Our Legacy Is One Of Dignity," Says T+L Champion Mr. Nand Kishore Chaudhary

TRAVEL+ TRAVEL+
LEISURE LEISURE
PEOPLE PEOPLE
How TL Champion Deveekaa Between The Courtroom And
Nijhawan Is Transforming Saudi ~ The Jungle With Aarzoo
—One Story At A Time Khurana, T+L's Champion Of...
9 days ago | 5 min read 10 days ago | 7 min read
PEOPLE
"I Hope The Humanity In My
AV Films Continues To e
FEISURE Resonate,” Says T+L India’... FEISURE
11 days ago | 8 min read
PEOPLE
“Travel Reminds Me That
R VIS Reinvention Is Always S AL
EEISURE Possible,” Says T+L... FEISURE
13 days ago | 7 min read
PEOPLE
Inside T+L Champion Anita
N Dongre's World Of Craft And NI
LEISURE LEISURE

A Promise To Take Indian...

14 days ago | 6 min read

TRAVEL+
LEISURE

PEOPLE
Meet T+L’s Champion of

Intangible Cultural Heritage,
Shriji Huzur Dr Lakshyaraj...

10 days ago | 2 min read

PEOPLE

"Some of my favourite
memories in Dubai have been
the simplest ones"—Esha...

12 days ago | 7 min read

PEOPLE

In Conversation With Mo
Naga, T+L Champion Of
Diversity And Culture On...

14 days ago | 6 min read

PEOPLE

T+L Champion Keshav Suri Is

Rewriting The Rules Of
Indian Luxury Hospitality...

15 days ago | 4 min read

https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/i-hope-our-legacy-is-one-of-dignity-says-tl-indias-champion-mr-nand-kishore-chaudhary/

8/9


https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/tl-champion-deveekaa-nijhawan-saudi/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/tl-champion-deveekaa-nijhawan-saudi/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/aarzoo-khurana-interview/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/aarzoo-khurana-interview/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/shriji-huzur-dr-lakshyaraj-singh-mewar/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/shriji-huzur-dr-lakshyaraj-singh-mewar/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/kiran-rao-interview/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/kiran-rao-interview/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/some-of-my-favourite-memories-in-dubai-have-been-the-simplest-ones-esha-shetty-on-building-a-world-of-love-in-dubai/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/some-of-my-favourite-memories-in-dubai-have-been-the-simplest-ones-esha-shetty-on-building-a-world-of-love-in-dubai/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/travel-reminds-me-that-reinvention-is-always-possible-says-tl-champion-of-content-creation-larissa-dsa/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/travel-reminds-me-that-reinvention-is-always-possible-says-tl-champion-of-content-creation-larissa-dsa/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/mo-naga-tl-champion-of-diversity-and-culture/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/mo-naga-tl-champion-of-diversity-and-culture/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/inside-anita-dongres-world-of-craft-and-a-promise-to-take-indian-heritage-to-the-world/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/inside-anita-dongres-world-of-craft-and-a-promise-to-take-indian-heritage-to-the-world/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/keshav-suri-the-lalit-iba-lgbtq/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/keshav-suri-the-lalit-iba-lgbtq/

1/5/26, 3:40 PM "l Hope Our Legacy Is One Of Dignity," Says T+L Champion Mr. Nand Kishore Chaudhary

SINGAPORE HONG KONG THAILAND MALAYSIA INDIA SEA About Us  Contact Us Privacy Policy Terms & Conditions

© 2026 Copyright TRAVEL + LEISURE ASIA site by Burdaluxury

BURDA LUXURY ARCHITECTURE + DESIGN AUGUST MAN LIFESTYLE ASIA 8 o @ °

https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/people/i-hope-our-legacy-is-one-of-dignity-says-tl-indias-champion-mr-nand-kishore-chaudhary/ 9/9


https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/privacy/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/sg/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/hk/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/th/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/my/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/sea/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/about-us/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/contact-us/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/privacy/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.burdaluxury.com/
https://www.burdaluxury.com/
https://www.architectureplusdesign.in/
https://www.augustman.com/in/
https://www.lifestyleasia.com/ind/
https://twitter.com/TNLIndia
https://www.facebook.com/tnlindia/
https://www.instagram.com/travelandleisureindia/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/travel-leisure-india-south-asia/
https://www.youtube.com/@TravelLeisureIndiaSouthAsia

