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YOGESH CHAUDHARY
MAXIMALISM
MEASURED IN KNOTS
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“Hoarding is when you just want more and
more. You hoard either when you don’t have
money and wanl whatever is cheap, or when
vou have too much money and don’t know
what to do with it. Collecting is different.

You buy because you love the piece”

It expriaing why most antique carpels
only appear an the morkel when fhe
original collector is gone and the
eshale i3 being dismantled. "'ve almes!
never bought o carpet directy from
the collecior themselves,” ha says. "It's
ahworys their family who sefls them, And
it is uswolly becouse the collectar has
passed away.”

Thisre &5 an emotional evrrent thal
surfoces when he describes fomilies
ﬂppmuching him because Ihe-:,r weanl
their carpats to be raated with not
just care, but gl love and  respect,
*Pecple want 1o know their pieces will
be cored for." He recolls a family in
Bomboy who moved o o contempornary
apartmant whers anfique negs did nat
fit and Yogesh ended wp inheriting
them. While he may hove nol begun
with the idea of building an archive,
he stonds sumcunded by fragments of
meberial cullure that mussums chase,
and countries will probably fight fo
racloim. Take tor example, the Kerman
rieg right behind him. With the patience
ol a kind teacher, he explains, “Keman
is a city in Persia, This rug is almost 120
Yaars old. But see the red ond blues,
the primary colous? And then el
the green? Mow they were chviously
dyed wsing natural colours. And they
are small in size, becauvse they were
made in '..'i|":\|:-|!:_|.-55r using the finest wool
availoble ot the fime. Till dofe, the
corpel it exiremely woh 1o louch, The
wool is pristine. And | kngw that ne one
can recraate this corpet bacouse the
wool dees nol axisl”

He goes onlolell me more, "You see
the Tree of Life, rose motits, because they
were ohsessed with roses, ond animals
like dears.” | ask him a nck guastion,
"Given everything thal we hove spoken
alrout r::rduw:,r, what in your exparience
encapsulales the idea of maximalism 7
He thinks for o minute and telis me,
"Cne of my fovourite ploces in the
woidld is the Abhaner Bawdi stepwell,
It is a twohour diive from Jalpur, It has
13 storeys, ond you step down to reach
the water. |l could hove been o purely
functional pil, el the interiors ore
detailed so painstakingly. And in the
case of most 5-1E'PWEI|F5, lhair beouty is
nol even visible from the oulside, only
seen when you descend towards the
waier, To do sa much more, when even
a pil with the same engineering could
have funclioned just os efficiently, is
moximalism uccurding iome.”

g Yol ke whal is maximalism,”
| chide him. He loughs, "The dictionary
meaning, yes." By that definition, he
has been a maximalist for years withoul
naming iI. Buying rugs be did not nead
for his business, |E|;|rt"|ing o read malis
and d}res like books, fuming pieces
Intg grchives that span centurees and
geographies The stepwell ot Abhaneri
and the rugs in Yogesh's collection are
tundamentally similar: e ge ler beyond
what funcion demonds. He may
bormow the term kom the dictionary, but
the endeaveur is entirely his own, 4



