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! Move over paintings and fine jewellery. Luxury rugs are fast gaining popularity as a
| new way for practical, long-term investments, doubling up as tangible pieces of art.

BY PRIYANKA ELHENCE

I riental rugs, also known as hand-knotted rugs,
are entirely handmade on a vertical loom,
painstakingly ereated by millions of tiny knots,
I compared to their woven counterparts, which

| are, as the name suggests, hand-woven on a

[HDITI.

I Knotting, a highly specialized 2,000-year-old erafi, requires
precision, patience for fine details, and uruflﬁmanﬁhi[: [rom
skilled artisans, makir.lg hand-knotted TUES MOre expensive than
hand-woven rugs, as a result of their longer, complex, and tedious

I production process.

Whether on the floor or hung on the wall, good quality Oriental
I rugs ‘{.‘H]’.ll.'t.'j.ﬂ.l[}' from Tur]u:y, India, Iran, and ?a.fg]'m.niﬁtan] are
| hL*cuming more expensive as younger generations are tra{!ing in
their local industries of rug weaving for office jobs, thus driving

down production quantities.

To find out more, we spoke to two experts in the field of luxury rugs
Tappeti Fine Hand-Crafied Bugs + Carpets, and Jaipur Rugs,

I both known and r{.'ai}u:uh:{! in the world of [.Ircmium: handmade

--’.

Founded in 2006 in Australia, Tappeti, which means rug in Italian, -
I boasts lalian heritage and is founder Karinna Gobbo's way of - . .m ‘

hunuring her vision of E{.'ﬁpu]u.' textile rug + carpet mu]r.in[;, 5l1:1:|1-r_'1']

[ rugs and carpets,

in traditions of crafling and the work of skilled human hands, TAPPETI'S KARINNA GOBBO WITH ELLIOT BARRATT,
Says Gobbo, “Tappeti rugs are not manufactured on an industrial FOUNDER OF ELLIOT JAMES
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THE PATTERN ON THIS RUG IS INSPIRED BY CHINESE PAPER FANS AND WAS DESIGNED BY TERRENCE QUAH, CO-FOUNDER OF ARCHITOLOGY
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JAIPUR RUGS" CREATIONS ARE INSPIRED BY INDIA'S RICH CULTURAL HERITAGE

seale; each rug or carpet is unigue and made by hand, each a
promise urum:iurPassl:d qualil}', UniuUEness, and su!ﬁ!.a.i.nai:i]ii}l.

We combine the best of both worlds, rm.using on Erdflsmanai]'iif:
and susl!a.inabi]ii}', while l:r.n}.lra{_'ing traditional tee hniqul:ﬁ with the
Hexibility of modern design, making our rugs a valuable addition,

whether vintage or new.”

Likewise, based in .]aiI.lur, the capiial eily of Ra.jaslhan, .]a.iI.lur
RI.IEEG is a houschold name in India, known for their Llua]ii}'
handmade rugs. lnziI.lir{_'d I:"_'r' India's rich ]'u:rila.g{_', .]aiPur Rub's
weaves together traditional Indian artistry with modern design,
with cach rug undergoing a meticulous process involving 1o
skilled hands, embodving a 2,500-year-old weaving tradition that is
ethical and sustainable,

Ea:,-'s Yub'ush Ehaud]‘iarr, Dir{_'c'lur, .]aiI.lur Rugs_, “Founded in
1978 by (my father) Nand Kishore Chaudhary, Jaipur Bugs has
grown from humble origins — two looms and nine artisans — into
India’s largest manulacturer of handmade rugs, present in Go
countries worldwide (including Singapore, where it just launched
its showroom in October). He started the business on the Prin{_'iph:s
of dignil}'_, rl:mu\-'ing middlemen to connect din_'u!])' with .]H.iI.lurlﬁ

tribal artisans, and is often still referred o as the ‘Gandhi of the

Carpet Industry’. In the 16ith century, our artisans adopied Persian
weaving techniques and reinterpreted them aceording to their own
erealivily, erealing their own unigue Eif.'\"El.‘ of carpel weaving. The
masterpicces in our collections are the hand-knotted rugs. Turn one
upside down and notice countless pixel-like tiny knots; the more
knots per square inch, the longer it has taken the artisan (o weave

the rug, hence the more precious it is”

How do factors such as provenance, materials, and
design contribute to the value and appeal of a rug?
Karinna Gobbo (KG): At Tappeti, we view our rugs as carelully
curated art pieces, designed in-house and tailored (o meet our
clients” needs. The provenance of our rugs is chosen by our client’s
requirements, whether it's an intricate hand-knotted Tibetan rug or
a cuslom pieee requiring a shorter lead-time. This slory enhanees
their aI.lpl:aE, I'.I'IH.I'iiI!IE them not just functional items, but also

conversation starlers,

Premium materials are integral to our craftsmanship. By using

natural fibers, we ensure durability and a luxurious texture that
improves with age. Materials like wool, hem P neltle, or silk not
un]}' elevaie the tactile experience, but also contribuie o the

|un.gl."vi!y of the rugs. Each Tapp{.'li rug showeases innovative
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YOGESH CHAUDHARY, DIRECTOR OF JAIPUR RUGS

du!ﬁign that reflects both coniemporary aestheties and iraditional
i.l:{_']'l.nit.rucs, ensuring that every piece is distinctive and resonates
with our clienis’ IJ‘I.‘I!'EHI!IHJ :ii.}']{.' and is nol seen in any corner ﬁ]'H:II.I..
Our cihos is anchored in quality, ethics, and celebrating the time-
honored crafi of hand-making rugs and carpets, creating statement
pieces that push the boundaries of what is possible with fibres and
du!ﬁign.

Yogesh Chavudbary (YC): The value of a rug is traditionally
influenced by its provenance, with regions like Turkey and Iran
historically dominating the market due to their craflismanship and
expertise. However, in recent years, the focus has shilted more
towards the quality of raw materials and design intricacy. While
the origin of the rug still matters, materials like wool, silk, and
sustainable fibres, as well as the complexity of the design, have
beeome key factors. Additionally, the brand behind the rug plays
a significant role in its value, especially il the piece is part of a
designer colleetion, limited edition, or is one-ol-a-kind, further

ul{:\-‘ating its market worth,

When Pur{:haﬁing i vin!ubﬂ: or brand-new rug, Purﬁunaf taste should
be the primary lactor guiding your decision. Vintage rugs typically
carry traditional designs, while modern rugs blend traditional

and contemporary elements, so your vision for your interior space
matters more than the purcuiw.-d value of the rug. ﬁu!]‘u:nii{_'il}'

is also kl:}' o ensure !ra.miI.larl:m:}l from the seller about the rug’s

arigin and details o avoid miﬁ-sn:“in.g.

Why invest in a hand-knotted rug?

¥YC: Hand-knotied rugs are of the inest quality and make for good
investments as they last a long period of time, add functional value
to homes, are casier to maintain, and continue to appreciale in
value even afier many years. Hand-knotted rugs absorb sound, add
visual value to your interiors, and generate employment, bringing

prosperity and blessings to any home they go to.

Lo

K People invest in hand-crafted rugs for several reasons, They
embody unigue crafismanship and design, functioning as art picees
within homes. High-guality rugs can last a lifetime and provide
warmth and comfort. At Tappeti, our timeless pieees not only serve

as funetional art, but also hold intrinsic value for vears (o come.

How does the value of fine rugs appreciate over
time, and what factors influence this?

Kis: Rarity plays a significant role, as limited editions or unigue
designs are more sought alter. The condition of the rug is erucial
as well-maintained pieces tend to hold their value better than those
that show signs of wear. A{ijiliuna“;ﬂ the d{_'ﬁignl:r involved in
creating the rug can significantly impact its value, as rugs made by
renowned artisans or designers are ofien considered more valuable

due to their crafismanship and artistic merit.

¥C: Fine rugs have seen an apprecialion in value over the last
decade thanks to the prosperity of the eeonomy and an inerease in
labor WELEES, The rarity ofa rug also increases value appreciation.
Jaipur Rugs also collaborates with several designers and different
artisis wherein each rug is a unigue piece, thus offering and adding
value, Additionally, they are often limited in production, making
them rare and adding ]ung—l{:rm value. Purﬂ]‘iaﬁing a handeralted
rug also supports artisans and their communities, promoting

cthical and sustainable pruducliun practices,

What makes your rugs and carpets unigue?

K(: Tappeti’s unigueness lies in the bespoke rugs we ereate that
I.u:rrui:t]}' reflect cach elient’s unigue vision and i:l{_'nii!}f. E'l.'{_'r:.'
pieee is erafied using innovative dusign processes combined with
traditional handerafting techniques, exclusively with premium,
natural fbers. Qur commitment to sustainability ensures that
cach ruyg is made responsibly, without mass production, creating

beautiful, ethically produced luxurious rugs.

YC: Jaipur Bugs' success model lies in its association of

the 40,000+ artisans in Goo villages, of which over go% are
women who work from home. The traditional carpet industry
usually functions with middlemen, whereas we have reached the
homes of artisans direetly, even in the most remote parts of the
country, eliminating the need for middlemen and empowering
artisans by generating employment. Impacting so many rural
artisans’ lives, Jaipur Rugs pays higher wages than the market,
resulting in happier weavers, helping the brand offer superior

quality carpets. [e]
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